M5 son’s rite of passage was a de{:ining moment for him. | he nigl-lt was a tangible and ungorgettable time when
the men closest to him would help him take the IeaP to manhood.

We traveled one hour outside Katg to a (Christian camPground with a lake. Zach and | built a fire
beside the lake and enjoged about an hour together until sundown. As darkness Fe”, avanload of my
friends who had invested into Zach Parkccl behind a barn. | then sent Zach up the hill to meet the first
one. [ ach man step out of the barn with the same question for him, “/ ach are you reaclg to become a
man?” | had asked each man to spcak to him about a quah’tg that | had observed in them Pcrsonang as
men. | hese qualities were Logalty, a Servant’s heart, ]ntegritg, Sexual Furity, Perseverance,
Discipline, and Loving People with grace. Then theg took a slow walk around the lake discussing that

character trait and thcnjoincc{ me at the fire while 7 ach continued around the lake with each man.

When finished with the marathon of triPs around the lake we all sat around the camPFirc. | then asked
cach man to affirm Zach in his walk with Christ. | wraPPed up this Por’cion ]Dy sPeaking b|essing over my
son and all that he meant to me. He and | had alrcady discussed in our wecl(|3 breakfast time at Cl‘n’ck
il A what that a biblical man looked like. [e would reject Passivitg, lead courageouslg, and accept
resPonsibilitg‘ Tl’n’ngs we had learned from the boo!(, “Kaising a Modern Dag Knight.” | used the
moment at hand to tell him that | could not have dreamed of a better son to have. | reminded him that as
the onlg son in the Kenneclg home that he would carry on the )Cami!g name but more imPor'tantlg he
would one dag be a husband and father to pass a|ong the name of the Jcsus to the next gcncration. ]
then gave him a sword to remind him the rest of his life of what a man is built upon. lt was actua”g a
‘sword of the \(jpirit" A Biblejust like the one | Preach out of every Sunc{ag morning, with a letter
written in the front from his dad.

V\/c concluded the night with a ‘man|3’ meal fit for carnivores at the local barbecue restaurant.

We laugl’led alot that night‘ We cried some too. [t was one of the best nig}ﬁts of ourlives.



